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Dear Parents and Carers,

/ hope this letter finds you and your loved ones safe and well. | would like to update you on our
position regardtng what you will have heard from the government and in the media over the last few
days about the potential re-opening of schools. As | am sure you will appreciate, the situation is both
complex and fluid, with changes and new guidance appearing datly. This makes planntng very
chattengtng. We all want our children back in school, tearntng and betng with their friends again.
Teachers want to be back dotng what they love dotng. We all want a return to normaltty. However,
our priority at school will always be the health, safety and Weltbeing of all of our school community.

The Local Authortty is fu.tty aware of the chattenges that surround this deveto,oment for schools and
settings and it is, like ours, the Council’s view that the safety of our children and staff is the most
important priority. We are therefore reassessing our risk assessments in light of the new DfE guidance
and will inform the Local Authority by ThursdaH 2lst /V\ay, as to what offer of places we can safety
make, after ta/etng account of the national advice and gutdance. Préortty must be given to vulnerable
children and children of critical workers. The priority of ptaces safety available has to be risk assessed
in this order: Recelotion, Y1, then Y6, as per Government 9uldeline5. However, we reserve the rlght to
risk assess in a way which matches the need.s/req,uirements of our school community and the
environment that they will be Wor/etng in.

Our ptans need to be carefully considered and would be subject to consultation with the Go\ferntng
BodH, staff, unions and Ioarents.

Local context is important in these decisions. Regtonatty, the North-West had the htghest number of
new cases of COVID-19 last week. In addition, each school is different and will therefore have dtfferent
considerations to take into account.

Headteachers have been asked, at this point, not to make any announcement to our school communities
at the present time, until all information is collated and reflected upon. However, | understand that
some parents, rtghtly, would like more information in order to support any decision they may make in
sendéng their children back in to school. Some information and elements that have been considered
in the plan that may hetp you at this time are listed below. | must hasten to add that this list is not
exhaustive and still subject to change.

Class Bubbles’
e Children will probabty be asstgned to a sloectftc, smaller group - this should not mix with
other ‘bubbles
e Teachers would not mix with other groups and will be timetabled to be together with a
bubble’
. Ptaytimes and lunch times would be with the class bubble — always two members of staff
in each bubble at any given time
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Health, Hygiene and Safety measures in place
Staff and children to wash hands regularly using soap and water or hand sanitiser.
o Children and staff to sanitise hands upon arriving and before leavlng school.

e Doors and windows to be open as much as posslble for gcrod ventilation.

. Clean/disinfect toys and surfaces throughaut the daH; gates and door handles, phon.es,
tablets etc.

e Reduce toys available to Iolay with to those most easély cleaned. No Iolaydough, sand, water,
dressmg up, soft furru‘shmgs etc.

o If any children or members of staff d.ispla&/ symptoms, then all agreed guidelines will be
followed as they were before school closed for the majority of pupils.

Clothing
. Clothmg would need to be washed on a daély basis — therefore, school uniform may not be
reguired, cansidermg the need for ol guicle turnaround

Social Distancing
. Physlcal contact such as handshakes and hugs avoided.
o Staff, Ioulotls and adults on site should endeavour to stay 2m apart where /oossible.
o Focus for social distancing is between adults — recognition that social distancing between
younger children would not be posslble at all times.

Increased Cleaning

»  Joilets to be deep cleaned at the end of each daH and cleaned durlng the daH.

= TJables and contact points cleaned regularly through the day.

. Eguipment that has been used (and that can be cleaned) identified by the teacher at the
end of the daH to the cleaner so that those objects can be disinfected.

» No toys braught from home.

»  Resources that cannot be cleaned according to the instructions must be pac/eed away until
after the COVID-19 e,oldem(c is over.

»  Pads Wiloed several times dallH and between use.

»  Contact points should be cleaned by cleaner at least once dally, including taps, toilet flushes,
toilet seats, table surfaces, door handles, handrails, armrests, light switches etc. However,
staff will be required to clean surfaces and touch points when used.

Drop of and picle-up procedures
. Staggered drop -off and ptc/e—u,o times

o One—way system in and out of school — no congregatmg of Ioarents

This will be a long Journey back to any kind of normallty. If, at any point in the next few weeks,
,ou,olls in Recelotécm, Year | and Year 6 come back into school, it will absalutely not be ‘business as
usual’. Sadly, it will not be like the school the children left in March. The changes we are plann(ng
are fundamental to the way school will run.
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Trust is such an important word in our vocabulary. / recognise the trust that parents Iolace in school
every day even in normal circumstances, but especially in the current situation. That trust is precious
and [ will never take it for granted. | understand that at the moment things can feel uncertain, unclear
and worrying. Please be assured that we are daing everything we can to plan for the future and to
support our Iou,oils.

Thank you for trusting us and for your ongoing support and understandmg. You are all in my thoughts

and those of all the staff at Ashton Hayes.

Yours fatthfully,

Mr M Hover

Headteacher
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